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5 
10 the Right Worlhipfut 


2 Afurſt Eſq; 


gh Sheriff of the County of _ 

And to me | 
Gentlemen of the Grand jury, 1 
4: mr : 


The Right 3 RICHARD 
Viſcount Lord CASTLEMAINE. 


Edward Luther Fiq; | Henk | Hall Eſa; az 


Thomas Heath 7h Wi liam rh Eſqz 
Charles Jones «El Robert Surman Eſq, 
Peyton Altham Jobn Salter Eſq; 

Joſias King ſman Big Nebemiab Bennet Eſqy 
Geo, Meet, omery Eſq; | Wilkam Dauiry Eſq; 
William Chelan Eſq; | Samuel Mortimer Gent. 
Jobn Goodere Eſq; | Richard * Gent, 


This SERMON (publiſhed at your 
Kequell is dedicated by, 


anten 


Nur moſt obedient Servant, 


AA Srxks. 


* 


* 


Pr. AS mr, 


FA 


7 „Sau u. oY 


2 Ma fr gain * 
the Judge ſhall judge him: but 
f + Meum, againſt the Lord, 

r ad 


HEN EH. Sons had behaved 
themſelves in that ſhameful man · 
ner which the Hiſtorian de- 
ſcribes, ſo as that their Evil dealings, ; 
v. 23. were the common Diſcourſe of all 
the People, Eli, with too much Mild- 
neſs reprov'd them, and expoſtulated with 
them about their Crimes. Where flagrant 
Actions are committed, and Men are 
guilty of Things which all Mankind a- 

zee in condemning, tis unbecoming 
Lenity to expoſtulate the Caſe ; and ſuch - 
Mildneſs does but encourage the Offender - 
to go on in his Wickedneſs, How good 
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1 ite foever El was; yer his 
fk. anna. Duecries again "bis Chi. 
dren, and yet to reprove them timorouſly | 
as He did, —v. 23, 24. Why do ye 100 
things 2 for Thear of your E Wh by 
all this People. Nay ; My Sons: for it 

no good Report” that I bear; 255 mal⸗ 
the Lords People to ey out. 
Report ! Could any Report. be poſſi bly] 
worſe, or could Crimes of 2 deeper dye 
be thought of, than wat theſe) \Y 
Belial were guilty of? But the Tender- 
neſs of the Parent was too ſtrong for 
| Reaſon; and wllat call d aloud for Severity 
was touch d with as much Softneſs, as if 
it had been an innocent r or a 
. of mere . 


8 proceeds 5 one . n 
enatber,.. the Judge ſball judge 3 Af 
Men are guilty of Injurics towards one 
another, there; is a: common diſintereſted 
Perſon appointed by the Community 10 
do that which is Right amongſt them, and 
Hie is armed with Power in order that Hs 
Decrees may be executed. Bur if, 4. Aar 
fn againſt the 3 —if He ww in 

2 


* 1 


kings ſolely . who ſhall 


to intimate chat no Man ought to inter- 
ele wth, Gap, the "fuch an Offender. 
common Humanity, and Natural Religi- 
on, and Good Nati ture, and the Deſire of 
all Mens Happineſs 8 lead every Man 
that had any Bowels in him, to pray to 
Gop to pardon an Offence | committed 
zgainſt him, But this place ſhou d be ren» 
der d, as in the Margin of ſome of our 
Bibles, — Who ſtall make himſelf : a Judge 
for lim? Go will aſſuredly ayenge his 
acl Cauſe; But Man ought not to "Tet himſelf 
ir ll PP for a Judge oye 0 ee 


* 1 1 13 $ Sf 2 8 * 


= There could not be a more juſt and 
due Remark than this: But it was not 
eaough in Eli to teach his Sons theſe 
„Truths; He ought” to, have exerted him- 
"1 if in thoſe things which certainly were 
dein his Power, and not thto his Remiſ- 
ned BY nebs, and Indulgence to his Children, 
we made Men abr 56 INE, 7 


Li 712 3 


the * Y. e 


"ia 
4 
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treat for bim? Hi coud not mean 2 


is upright. Where the thing required is 


\ 


2 \ i 
3 
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te 


But 1 40 not e 
Eaſe, but the Propoſition He laid down, 
une man Sin againſt another, © the 
Judge ſhall judge , Bus if a Mn 
fin againſt the , who ſhall intreat 
for 2 ? Or, who Ws make ee % 
| Judge for him? N A0 


* & 
W 


: 10 conſiſts in the (tur 1 neg 
ol What is not Right in it ſelf, or in the. 
voluntary Neglect of That which is Right. 
There muſt be ſome Standard of out 
Actions, by which they ought to be te. 
duced and by which they ought to be 
tried; and whereſoever different Rules 
are made the Teſts, theſe Actions will ap 
pear innocent or ctimnal, juſt according 
to what they are meaſurd by. . Where 
all that is required from any Man! Is an 
outward Conformity to a certain 
He that complies ſo far is Juſt, and 7 
right ;. Becauſe nap to offend is all that 
is expected, and he that does not. of end 


the Concurrence of the Nl, and of the 
Heart, as well as of the outward AG, 
He is an Offender, who does not com- 


, dae their bal by 
very different Rules aud they may ap- 
pear very different, . under different Com- 
pariſons... No one therefore ſhould imagin 
tiſc]f as Upright, and Jult as he oughe 
to be, When he hath ſo contrived his 
Actions as to make them conformable 
to one Rule, i at the fame time he 
neglefts to conform them to mother which 
requires an equal Obedience. For where 
there are different Laws, there different 
lunctions may be annexed, and Men 
may be accouhtable to different Judges 
for their Actions; And where the Laws 
and the Santzons, and the Judges are 
in fact entirely different, common Senſe 
vill teach us that the Rights. of each 
hould be kep t diſlinct, and that the one 
hould not EE upon the Privileges 1 
of the other. | 


- : 

yy 2 * S 8 
r 
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My Text Jap he us with. : 2 plain a. 
lance of by has been ſaid: If one 
man ſin againſt. « enather, the Judge ſhall 
udge him: But if 4 man ſin againſt the 
Lord, who ſhall male binſelf = a Judge 
jor him.” "The © aws which every Nation 


Y in 


— . ̃ Q 


| by ſuch Sanctions as each People thinks Wi 


Parties is enabled to determine the Dil. 
ferences which may ariſe, and puniſh the "PO 


Actions to Reaſon : That we ſhould conſ. 


in the World makes 8 it ſelf, are the 


Meaſures of Mens Political Behaviour to © 
one another; they fix their Properties, F 
and bound their Liberties; 4 and ſecure i 


their Perſons from Injuties and Violence, 


beſt for it ſelf. And where- ever any Man 


invades another's Rights, an indifferent 2 
common judge between the contending * 


Offender But then, F 4 Man n « 2 
24 the Lord, if He offend againſt | 
aw of which there is appointed no hu- t 


man Judge, who ' ſhall make himſelf 4 
Judge? who ſhall preſume to take to 


himſelf the Rights and Privileges of Go, 7 
and inflict Puniſhments for the breach of 1 
of thoſe Laws, whoſe Guardian, or. Fro. 110 
rettor, He Was never  conitirated? 5 5 ve 
5 EP M a 
But to be more © pai The Tip ni 
of Gop in making us Reaſonable, Cxea- ty F 
tures was, that we ſhould conform our ; 9 


der the Relations, and the Circumſtances 
of Things, and direct our Actions accord. 


ing to them. Now theſe Relations E 


Ade * ae * this | 


Man. being ifs © 


I "Wl conſtant and un changeable Agreement or 
5 Diſagreements-: Hence it becomes obliged 
is to act according th? e ect 


When any one conſiders Gop as the 
Creator, the Director and Gbwernor of 
the Univerſe, and of all Things in it, He 
cannot but conſider himſelf as Dependent 
upon him; dependent for his Life, depeti- 


- 7 


dent for whatevet he enjoys, and depen- 
dent for whatever” he expects. The Per- 
AH ception of the Circumſtances we ate in 
= with relation to Gop, ſhews it to be fit 
and right that we ſhould behave our ſelves . 
= dependent upon him, i e. that we ſhould 
| + acknowledge our” ſelves his Creatures; a 
of Him whatever we ſtand in real need of, 
„and thank him for Whatever good Things 
ve have. It is juſt the ſame in relation to 
„„ Man; All ſocial Duties, Juſtice, - Mag- 
gr nanimity, Charity, every Virtue; and eve⸗ 
"If 77 thing chat is lovely and praiſe-worthy 
1. is perceived and approved by every ra- 
Ml fonal Agent to be righe, and fit to be done: 
5 As Perfidiouſneſs, Injuſtice, Ingratitude, ane 
3 cher Vice wars is own Nature urong s 
ata 82 N * 


| aiſopproved. by every ration AS nt, 


Truth, where / ever Piſſimulation is practis d 


neſty,.. and Sincerity in 


on requires, bur, tis/ ſomethigg as different 
nom what waar obliged; to as Pretenca 


— 0 — 8 —— — * 


A 


omit. 5 


ties Which are 1 upon age Names of 
things, muſt. be, of conſtant and perpetual 
Obligati 


conſiſtent with their Natures, | whenever 


they. refuſe to comply with theſe, Percep- 


tions, as they do when they 


ſe Pain, 


or xefuſe to, embrace; conſiſtent Pleaſure, 


This, therefore muſt be a Law to, rational 
Agents, à Rule of Action which they muſt 
never ſwerve from; and being ſou 


ſigned by him that made us, that we aould 


invariably ohſetve it, in ordet to our true 
Happineis. And on the contraty, when- 


ever Men do any thing inconſiſtent. with 


or. that which really is not right in it ſelt, 
5 wherc ever Uprightneſs, and Ho- 


* 


not uſed, there he eee Re 


e Reality. Th een may 9 


on to all Creatures capable of, per. 
ceciying their fitneſs: Ang, they act as in- 


unded in 
our very Frame and Make, it muſt. be. de- 


ale to Me bin: "And hence a LY 
diguig'd | Vice, ma paſs for Virtue; © and 
what may be owing, to want of Opportu- 
nity, may be. imputed to want of Will : : 
But then ſuch diſguiſcd Actions are not 
Virtue, how well ſocyer they 1 may appear; 
they. are in reality Vices, how artfully ſo- 
ever. cover d; and he that miſtakes the one 
for the other, .confounds the moſt diſtant 
Things in Nature: He blends together De- 
formity and Beauty, and treats Darkneſs 
and Light 28 one and the fame Idea. 5 
But however dear the Voice of hh 
may be, utter d in the till and undiſturbed 
Calm of Reaſon, yet Reaſon is little heard 
in the Noiſe of tumultuous Paſſions. The 
. Reffitude of Goodneſs, 05 of Virtuous 


Appetite; much leſs is that Beauty, that 
lovely Harmony of things perceived by 
Souls immers'd in Matter. We are made 
up of Senſe. as well as Reaſon ; and when- 
ever That is-indul; ged, This viſibly declines. 
Reaſon LE OE and the Obligations 
ariſing from it, are ſeldom powerful enough | 
0 * Mankind ga order, or. to than 
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Actions, is little attended to in the Hurry of 


| 
4 


7 | 5 ry wh - Mp oe: : 15 2 ; 

. 1 Y 
; Tie: F< ties. 21 8 . I. A " b- l 
et Du | 


orm 


lent Temptations" from” w wi our "1 


| ſtrong ] Inclinations from within? 18 bel 


indeed. ſome. bappy Pew | Whom 1 5 ls 
can warp from theit Duties, or can in 


| fluence to make them act an abſurd, irra 


vogel. or wicked Patt. But tow? "Few 


are. kept innoxious and "Juſt; upright. and 
honeſt, by the Love of Vitae? How Few 
are moved by the Segle of Goodneſz, or 
do conform their Actions to the Dſctates of 
Reaſon. ? How Few curb in their Paſſiqns 


or can deny themſelves in the Gratification 
of 14 50 Pleaſures; or can bring 


themſelves to reflect upon the Juſſſce, the 


; fan, the Equity of their lacie, 


an 4k 


The. Law of Reaſon then being, (not in. 47 


FF SS £7 


fu ufficient for the Regulation of our Ki, 
for tis certainly ſufficient ; - but being). it. 
tle ob fer ved, and little regarded, and its 
Sanctions little minded by careleſs and cor- 
rupt Men, hence appears the Neceſſſty of 
another Law which may regulate” "Mens 


Actions towards one another, and {cite 
the common Quiet. The Law of Reaſon 


wauld 


neal! avait Religion, Of Laake oy Sh ole « 


| Gop, or what docs any Truth, ain Al 


1 8 . 
ul | certainly, it followed, produce ak | 
lick Miop e Men would always be juſt, 
d ſober, and, neither invade. the Pro roper- 
ties of others, nor, break in upon their 
Libertics, nor inj jure their Perſons, nor 
falſify, their Oaths, nor violate their Faith : 
And this would be done from internal 
Principles, from a Self. conſciouſneſs of the 
Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of the Action. But 
theſe zwward Motives being often diſcard- 
cd, and neglected, it became neceſſary to 
regulate. the External Actions of Men, 
and to take Cognizance of them, and 
thus to provide for the Publick Seck 


Were there ng ſuch thing as 5 Laws, Men 
would be too apt to be partial ro them- 
ſelyes, and to 75 own Caſes; 3, Paſſion 
and Prejudice would be too apt to blind 
tbem; or ſuperior, Strength or Cunning 
would 175 them too much r 


fs 


and where ever — 0 5 186, if it be not re- 
gulated, or confined. by proper Means, it 
is too often exerted to the Ruin of Infe- 
riors., "There is therefore a Neceſſity of 
fated common Laus and of ſtared common 

ee 3 udges, 


* 


are dufluencd by, Would Pd: the 
Controverſies which may happen in So. 
| Eties, and without regarding the Views 
of particular Perſons, ſhould put an end 

to Strifes, and thus protect the Injur d, and 
ſuccour the e and 156 Moan 

in = | 


<8 \ 
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And here the « Prineight of Ma ate not I fir 
* much conſider'd, as their Pratfices. Po 
IE thro any falſe Principle they can 'bring be 
themſelves to do what is inconſiſtent with MW de 
the Publick Safety, the Magiſtrate pays no 
Regard to that, but his Duty is to execute 
3 the Law, and to ſee that the Common weil 
| takes no harm, And indeed in this chiefly 
n _ confiſts the Difference betwixt Divine and 
6 | Human Laws, that the One is then only 
| - _ obſerv'd when the Heart concury with the 
Mi outward Act; the Other is obey d ,when 
the ontward Act is done even in Contra. 
i diction to the Will; In the One the Man 
ö is not juſt, if the inward Deſign is not 
. added to Action; In the Other the Letter 
of the Law is the Rule, and the Magi- 

1 a þ unconcern d at the Will, provided 
the 


- * 5 
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the things er 


And indeed Aided Lien coi to 
all, and fix'd known Judges, and proper 
Puniſhments, is all that is neceſſary to ſe- 
cure the Publick Quiet from any Miſchiefs 
which its on Members may do. Puniſh- 
ments regularly inflicted, and proportional 
to Crimes, will always produce their de- 
fired Effect; nor do I think there is any - 
Political Evil, which may not effectually | 
be ſtopp'd, provided the ſupreme Power is 
determin'd to put an End to any Practice. 
But where proper Laws are not made, 
as in ſome particular Caſes, or they are 
not duly put in Execution, as in ſome 
others, or the Penalties are not exacted 
upon proper Perſons, as in ſome others 
ſtill, it is not to be wonder'd, if ſome 
Political Evils enormouſiy abound. But 
to return, 


Hitherto I have conſiderd the Law of 
Nature, or right Reaſon, and the Law 


of Men, inſtituted for ſocial Ha ppineſs ; 


But Revelation, or the Laws of Chriff, 
have not been conſider d. Nor is there 


NEG ne done, or ethe things : 
N are not done. 7 


bl 


nay: PONY of * NN dan, to So 
ciety than right Notions. of Theſe... Now: 

"Theſe containing what God expreſsly 1 re- 
| quires of us, and regarding the Hearts of 
Mien, cannot poſſibly be obey d, ſo long 
as Men proceed no further than mere ex- 
ternal Compliances : And therefore they 
are the ſame, in the preſent, Point of 
View, with the Laws of Nature. It is 
plain that the Duties of Chriſtianity, and 
all it Obligations, . are Internal and Hi. 
9 78 and thoſe who pretend to obey 
theſe, and yet do no more than comply 
with the outward Act, are condemnd in 
Scripture as Hypocrjtes, and threatned with 
the Severity of God's Wrath. Beware, 
| fays our. Saviour to his Diſciples, Luke xii, 
1. of the Leaven of the Phariſees,: which is 
_ Hypocriſy : for there is nothing covered 
that ſhall. not be revealed, neither hid 
that ſhall not be known. Whatever we 
do in Chriſtianity, is to be done in ſengle- 
meſs of Heart; not with Eye-ſervice as 
Men-pleaſers, but. as the Servants of 
Chrift, doing the Will of God from the 
Heart; with Good- will doing Service, us 
te the Lord, and not to Men, knowing 


Moat. whatſerver good T ings aun Man 
doth, 


1 


bth, the fame ſhall he receive of 'the 


ſider the + thy of our Belief,---Theſe 
are not enipty Words, or mere Sounds, 
but are Propoſitions to which Aſſent of 
the Mind is to be given: Nor is it in 


Engines of human Terrors, to make 2 


and thus bring him to the Acknowledg- 


laid concerning the Neceſſity of ſpeak- 
ing in an intelligible manner, vols e- 


utter by the Tongue Words fienificant; 
how ſball it be known what is ſpoten ? 
for ye ſpeak unto the Air. Therefore if 
I know not the Meaning of the Voice, I 
ſhall be unto him that ſpeaketh a Barba» 
rian; and he that ſpeaketh, ſhall be a 
Barbarian unto me, 1 Cor. xiv. 9. « . 
Juſt ſo it is in Matters of Belief: H 


inſigni cant, believes nothing, nor has any 


than Others. He is a Barbarian to ano- 
ther that underſtands what he gives his Aſ- 
ſent to; as likewiſe he that underſtands 
D2 what 


e a. 4-4, "Or 


& 

. 

4 

7? 1 
4 

4 4 


the Power of Man, arm'd with all the 
Man believe, unleſs he can convince him, 


ment of the Truth. What St. Paul has 


qually true in relation to Belief--- Except ye 


that makes uſe of Sounds unknown a 


Reafon why he utters Theſe Words more 
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. what! he believes muſt be % «Brings jo thy 

8 150 re e * 
OR nes eue therefore, 0 N 
„ it. be confi dered hat — 7 enjoins M 
or forbids, or 3 1 its Articles I 0 

of Faith be conſidered, being that of il © 

| | tae, Heart, in the Spirit, and non” 
NE the Letter, . whoſe Praiſe is not of th 
3 Nen but of God, Rom. ii. 29. it muſt Ju 
| be in its nature internal, i. e. it can 
1 never be ſeen or known by Men, whe- Wl © 
„ ther certain Actions proceed from teal 7 
| 3 inward Principles, or whether they arc F 
| ( 


the Reſult of Cunning, and Hypocriſy: 

and conſequently Chriſtianity is never to 
be confounded with Legal Conſtitutions, 
or with Political Ends, or with what is 
ordain d for the Sake of .Publick Faun 
and Happineſs. 


| The Law of N ature, and Chriftianiy 
being thus Different in themſelves from 
Human Laus, tis eaſy to ſee that they 
= muſt have different San&ions annexed, 
= and different Judges muſt be appointed 
iin order to execute their reſpeRive Punilh- 
ments. F one Man fin againſt another, 


<< -— —— — 0 5 > S3 — ao©S 


the ww ſhall ;odg 0 1 1 if a Man 
jm againſt the Lord, ue ſhall make 
himſelf 4 Judge for bim ? Where the 
Nature of an Offence is ſuch that no 
Mortal can diſcover whether a Man be 
guilty of it, or not, it is impoſſible to 
charge any one, much leſs to condemn, 
or to acquit him. The Nature of the 
thing ſhews it to be exempt from their 
judgment, who can not diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt Obſemnacy and full Aſſurance, or be- 
twixt the Dictates of Conſcience, and 
Prauity of Heart. Where the Law re- 
cards the outward Acts of Men relative 
to One Another, there tis eaſy to judge 
of the Guilt, and to find out the Offen- 
der; tis eaſy to ſee that the Law is vio- 
lated, that an Injury is done, and the 


Patty is aggrieved; and tis often eaſy to 


make him amends, or to prevent like 
Acts of Injuſtice: But where the Law is 
given to regulate the Thoughts, and in- 


ward Motions of the Heart, by what Teſt 


can you diſcover whether, in many In- 
ſtances, the Law be broke? or if you 
find by the Effect that the Law is broke, 
(as in ſome Caſes it may be caſy to do,) 


vet eyen A ill sive no Right, to 


puniſh 
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BY the tender 


een expreſſly. _ that Ne 
. For who art 7 hou that Judge another 


Man's. Servant ? Rom. xiv. 4. Or how 
has He who has a Right to puniſh i in his 
own \ Farifdittion, acquired a ' Right to 
puniſh Offenders in that whey NP 
to Another? 78 1 5 4 b 

et this Reason it is, that Go ip PY 
pointed a Day in which he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs by that Man whom 
he hath ordained, whereof he hath given 


Aſſurance unto all Men in that be hath 


raid him from the dead, Acts 17, 31. 


Here we are accountable for every thing 
we do inconſiſtent with Human ' Confti- 
tations : But beſides this, Je muſt all 
appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
that every Man may receive according 
to what he hath done, whether it be 
goad or bad. 2 Cox. v. 10. Natural 
Reaſon, our Frame and Make, the Dif 

| poſition of the things of this World, the 
Nature of Gop, and of our own Souls 

 —every thing ſhews that we are account- 
able for all our Actions: And fince we 


muſt be judged: by Gop for the Breach of 


Hit 
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His 1 4 el mote himſelf Fudge 


wer another here? To bis own Maſter 


Ko "are 7 ok accountable. to . op, how 


e ze accountable to Man „ and 
na to Both, for One and the 


ame Action. You will ſay perhaps that 


it is unjuſt to be puniſhed twice for the 
fame Crime. But the Anſwer is, In every 
Act of Injuſtice, Violence, and Oppreſſion, 


whenever any one is guilty of Murder, 
Theft, or any other ſuch like Crime, not 
only the Lau of Cod is broke, but that 


of Man too: The Public Peace i is injured, 
and the Society is hurt, and the Puniſh- 


ment inflicted here is in conſequence of 


That. The Puniſhment inflicted by  Gop 


is for the Breach of the Law of Gop, 
| for the Violation. of That Law, which 
Was given to correct our Hearts and 
Thoughts, and to make us live as be- 
comes rea ſonable Creatures, and good 


Chriſtians. All Sin is the Tranſgreſſion 


of a Law; and conſequently, where no 
Law is tranſgreſſed, there can be no Oft 
fence.” Where no Law of Gop is broke, 
with reſpe& to Gap. Man is innocent, 


"i 


1 a = * ; M 4 
» 8 
: 2 


3 pag) © 
X and. right eous, and will be eg as ſack 
As likewiſe where the Laws of Men as 


ſtrictiy kept, there no Guilt can be incur -- 
red. As Puniſhment therefore is the Con 
ſequence of Guilt, and Guilt ariſes from ea 
. — Violation of a Law, tis evident that ſac 
we muſt be accountable to Gop for th md 
Breach of His Law, as much as we E ob 
to Man! for t. the breach of et bay our 
* MS. oy 
Now What has been faid we may! mike thet 
"theſe aſenn Inferences. e Mei 
Firſt, From bence it ne "thy wi fach 
Senſe Religion is neceſſary or uſeful to they 
a Government. Religion conſiſis in theo 
2M Practice of that which is right and fit ini abw. 
it ſelf, from the Apprehenſion of its be. on 
ing pleaſing to, and making our ſelves ac. the 
ceptable unto Gov. Wherever any one Wo 
convinc'd, that his Actions make him ac- to y 
ceptable or diſagreeable to his Maker, hc appr. 
will be more cautious how he offends, FWany | 
and avoid whatever may prove detrimental] Rule 
to him. And whilſt the Heart is intiu.Wniori 
enc'd by a Senſe of Right and Wrong u furth 
beneficial, or deterimental to him, even Wb 
in another Lite, the-outward Act in which MW ban 
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ach is 1 concern d will be. 
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Secondly," In the state that is tay per- 
et,” (if Reaſon be allowed to judge of 
ach Perfection) the Boundaries of Divine 
md Human Laws will be moſt religiouſly 
oblery'ds: And as irs right to lay before 
our ſelves the moſt perfect Plan of Mo. 
ity in order to direct our Actions, ta- 
mer than the” Ex. pes of the Beſt of 
Men we know; (becauſe the Beſt of Men 
muſt- endeavour to govern” themſelves by | 
ſach a Plan, a and yet notwithſtanding that, 
they ſwerve from it in ſome inſtances)” 
ſo in cafe of Communities, we ſhould” 
aways form our Notions from the Rea. 
ſon and Truth of Things, rather than from 
the Models, which in Fact we ſee in the 
World. The nigher any Society approaches 
to What is true in Theory, the nigher * 
approaches to Perfection: Juſt as the nigler 
ny Man lives up to the Exactneſs of Moral 
Rules, the better, and more rational, and "a 
more lovely he is ; as on the contrary the 1 
ns further he departs from 5 the more 
even ablurd, and wicked is he, till at laſt tue 
Fhich zbandon'd Wretch is juſtly deteſted by all. 
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dere therefore Tru L 


1 * the L God. 
deſtruAive 10 ;Society, and to the Rigin 


of human * e cannot be fall 
too nein miſh'd; where ſud 
niz 
the 


God e to * ience, 4 Li. 
berty to judge for one's ſelf. in Mates ful 
which relate only to one's ſelf aL 
to enjoy in quiet the Rights of, Conſcience; I cr 
. a Liberty to ſpeak one's Sentiments, where 
they interfere. not with the Civil Rishi vb 
of Men; a Liberty i in Civil Matters bound- 
ed only by the End. of. Society, or the 
Reaſons for which Society is founded 
Where ſuch a Liberty as this is, there 
muſt be, if Reaſon in Theory will =o 
good. in Practice, the utmoſt 0 
and the utmoſt Happineſs; gate in Ce 
ſequence the nigher the Approach is, the 
more deſirable. the. Society. Happy e in in 
this Kingdom! who can boaſt of theſe 
Privileges, and enjoy them under 2 King 
and Queen who, know no other Pleaſure 
than to rule over Freemen, and v would de. 
Mn a Won inion over Slaves. 
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Laws ay err, as * in when - 
fallible- Men preſume: to make themſelves 
Judges aver others i in Caſes thoſe. Cog- 
nizance relates alone unto the Lord. And 
the Reaſon is, the greateſt Cauſe of Con- 
fuſion, is then remoy d: For Li berty al- 
vays produces Charity, and Charity will 
ever. produce Benevolence, and Peace, and 
good Neighbourhood, and Sociableneſs, in 

which Things the Happineſs of a 
fiſts, On the. contrary, the inſtant Men are ' 
put under unreaſonable Reſtraints, their Paſs 
ſions are rais d; , Friendſhips. are broken; 
there is a conſtant Ground for Unęaſineſs 
laid; and, hence have ſprung moſt of 
thoſe laſting Sef7s which have torn Chri- 
ſtianity into pieces. The Narrowneſs of 
ſome has been the Cauſe of Natrowneſs 
in others; and where a contracted Spirit 
on all ſides. reigns, the Effects of it will 
ſoon appear in Hardſhips and mutual Pro- 
vocations, and Reſentments; and if Op- 
portunities ariſe, in Injuries, and Feuds, and 


Contentions, and every Diſorder. This 
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df ſometimes one Side, and 
of the other, Both sides a a 
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ther- And above all theſe things 
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